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Peace Race approaches. Czechs target top 10 finish and stage podium
Only one week remains until the start of the 13th edition of the Peace Race for Under-23 riders. This year, the traditional event will be held for the first time as part of the Europe Tour 2.2U calendar. Alongside national teams, development squads of professional teams will also line up at the start, raising the sporting level of the race once again. The four stages, set in the attractive scenery of the Jeseníky mountains, will take place from May 28–31 and cover a total of 530.8 kilometres with 9,454 metres of elevation gain.
“The Peace Race once again confirms its place among the most important events for Under-23 riders in Europe. The combination of national teams and development squads gives this year’s edition exceptional sporting quality and offers fans the opportunity to see future stars of the world peloton in one place. We are delighted to return to the landscapes that give the race its unique character, and we believe it will provide a strong sporting experience for the Olomouc and Moravian-Silesian regions,” says Peace Race president Robert Kolář.
The peloton will include five Czech teams. Alongside the national team, young riders from Kasper crypto4me, TUFO – Pardus Prostějov, Favorit Brno, and Fany Gastro_Integray_L27 will also take part. Representing the Czech national colours will be Pavel Šumpík (19), Albert Monti (22), Martin Bárta (20), Adam Bradáč (19), Šimon Matějek (18), and Kryštof Bažant (18). “The leader’s role is not clearly defined yet. We will either ride for Šumpík or Monti, who showed excellent climbing form in the Ardennes. It will depend on their current condition,” says national coach Petr Kaltofen. The ambitions of the Czech national team are clear.“We would like to achieve a stage podium finish. Adam Bradáč is in strong form for the finales. In the overall classification, a Top 10 result is naturally our goal, something we narrowly missed in previous editions,” Kaltofen adds.
This year’s route is designed to test different types of riders. The opening stage from Jeseník to Šumperk may punish any lack of concentration despite its relatively sprinter-friendly profile, while the second stage from Uničov to Rýmařov will offer opportunities for aggressive racing. Traditionally, the queen stage from Zábřeh to Dlouhé stráně will be the highlight of the race, where the biggest time gaps in the general classification are expected. The final stage from Krnov to Šternberk, with its rolling terrain, could still significantly reshuffle the standings.
“The toughest stage to Dlouhé stráně will once again be the key moment of the race, but it definitely won’t be decided in just one day. This year’s route is designed to force riders to stay focused from the start all the way to the final kilometres in Šternberk. Performance, recovery, and the ability to react to race developments will all play an important role,” says race director Leopold König. In addition to the exciting competition between future stars of world cycling, spectators can once again look forward to a rich accompanying programme in the start and finish towns, with activities for the whole family. There will be live stage commentary, competitions for prizes from race partners, interviews, cultural performances, and ceremonial presentations for stage winners and leaders of the various classifications.
For the organisers, the Under-23 Peace Race once again serves as a test event ahead of the August edition of the Czech Tour, which traditionally also visits the Olomouc and Moravian-Silesian regions. In addition, this June the organising team behind the Peace Race and Czech Tour will host the Czech National Road Cycling Championships on the demanding roads of the Jeseníky mountains.
Peace Race 2026 Stages
Stage 1 – May 28: Jeseník–Šumperk (112.2 km / 1,809 m elevation gain)
Stage 2 – May 29: Uničov–Rýmařov (155.6 km / 2,403 m elevation gain)
Stage 3 – May 30: Zábřeh–Dlouhé stráně (132.4 km / 2,964 m elevation gain)
Stage 4 – May 31: Krnov–Šternberk (130.6 km / 2,278 m elevation gain)

Total: 530.8 km / 9,454 m elevation gain
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